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building the carriage works at Oxford was dropped, and the new
factory was erected at Swindon.
Abingdon.
Outside Oxford, Abingdon is the largest town within the Area.
This place was established several centuries before Oxford and it
still has an appearance of great antiquity. At Abingdon the river
Ock joins the Thames, and the town itself is built on a gravel terrace
above the latter river. Abingdon originally owed its fame to an
abbey,1 but it later became the market town for the Vale of the White
Horse. The town is placed near a useful crossing of the Thames.
As a result of the construction of a stone bridge at this point in 1416,
the old main road from London for the west deserted the bridge at
Wallingford for that at Abingdon. Like Reading, Wallingford, and
Oxford, Abingdon must have flourished on the river traffic of the
Thames, and the Wilts, and Berks. Canal gave it important con-
nexions by water with other parts of the country. The first bill to
construct a railway from Didcot to Oxford was promoted in parlia-
ment in 1837. The scheme, which included a branch line to Abing-
don, was thrown out by the House of Lords. The construction of
the Abingdon branch was opposed by the member for the borough,
so neither the unsuccessful bill of 1838 nor the bill of 1843, which
finally passed into law, included any provision for the branch line,2
It was not until 1856 that a line joining Abingdon with the main line
was built. The little branch was a financial success, but it did not
add much to the prosperity of Abingdon, which was left in a back-
water by the new means of transport.
In 1865, when the Great Western Railway Company were con-
sidering the erection of new carriage and wagon works at Oxford,
the corporation of Abingdon made a great effort to persuade the
company to start the new industry near their town. The corporation
offered to give the company 20 acres of land that were liable to
flood as a site for the new works, but the proposals came to nothing.
In recent years Abingdon has shared in the industrial development
of Oxford, and is in some ways a satellite of that city.
Woodstock.
Woodstock is the only other municipal borough in the Area. This
town is situated on the oolite rocks and has, therefore, a 'Cotswold'
character which is quite distinct from the villages on the Oxford
Clay plain a few miles away. Woodstock stands at a point where a
1 Antiquity* iv (1930), pp. 487-9.              * E. T. MacDermot, op. cit., i, p. 176.